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the husband-and-wife team of siraj and renu combines the skills of both architect

and interior designer, in this multi-disciplinary consultancy.

i

( s establishment
Archites ture in the mind seventies was an uncommaon prelession. o ovcriome
this barnier Ar Sirg) Hasan stepped Best into lurniture mangfaclunng, with a
focus on Scandinavian desige in the initial vears post gradualion, His entry nlo
the Rospiralily segment was imbated by Ramoji Baa, o business man and media
enlrcpreneur who was abao the Charnan of the Dolphin Group of Holels in
Andnra Praclesh. 71T was commussioned by Ramoji RAo to creale a cerain space
at the Dalphun Hotel, Visakhapatmam, | eventnally acquired the entire project. 1l
was a real cppordunily 1o work on a four star accredited hotel and 1his projeel
Decane & steppieg stone in our practice. It led us 1o« lot of other projects in
Visakbapateam.” While the locus of the how's intenor design prachice eventually
became holel and hospitality, their architectural practice consists of a broad
spectrum ol work including residental, commercial. hospitahty and istitutional
projedls,

Durning the mid cighties Hivderabad was not ver able 1o generale a demid
o archilectural services, Inspiring Ar Sirap to move 10 Bengalury, “we staried
working with the Uniled Breweries Group for Yipay Ballya and designed .
apartments for them. Bangalore had a high level of awareness in 1hose days
wihuch Hygerabad lacked 1 realised that Bangalore was the place!™ he says. Over
the wears, the Hyderabad snarket opened up 1o archntecss amtl interior designers,
and while incorporating the ity inlo s praclice, Ac Sira] has more reqently
decidedd 1o diverside 1o Chennan
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projects

Ar Sird) Hasan hasworked on several projediswilh developers,
doing commercial offices and excdusive apartments and
boasts ol chients such as Godrej and the late Feras Khan, The
firm has designed several hotels for the Appaswamy Graup
of Companics, starling wilh the Residency Hotel, Coimbatore
in 19497, followed by The Reswdency lowers in Chennai, a four
star accredited hotel wath 176 rooms. “People al imes have
the misconceplion that | have only designed Bikes & Barrel,
the pub at the Resdency Towers and not the entire holel
itself.” chuckles Ar. Sirgg Hasan. 1e also has resorts such as
the 27 acre Qceans Sprav Resort, with o 5 acre artificial water
body, near Puducherry, to his credit,

Sira] & Renu Architects & Interior Designer have also worked
it the Sarweod's Alof: cham i Chennai, Coimbatore,
Bengalury, Chandigarh and Ahmedabad, and the Stinwaod
sheraton, Hederabad in collaboration with an Indonesian
architect. “We are handling the design ccordination and
development for the projec! and are closely working with
landscape architects to ersure that the design inlenl remains
in line with our thinking. An architect is the captain
of the ship and the interior designer, landscaper
and other consultants are steered by the concept

and design of the architect. we don'l call the shots but
we definitely have the upper hand.” Ar. Siraj finds designing
pubs a personal favourite and 15 prowd of s desiens lor Ten
Dowming Streel located in Hyderabad, Pune, Chennan and
Nagpur. The hirrms other an-going projects include the Muse
Hotel and a 200 romm five star deluxe for the Movenpick
chain of hotels in Chennai.

design inspirations

Ar. Siraj believes that inspiration is the manifestation
of aptitude, and that the latent talent possessed
hy every individual is exposed given the right
environment, Socrates said, ‘I know that | am intelligent,
because | know that | know nothing”: Ar. Sira] lives by
this motto and 15 ol the opinion that life is a continuous
learning process.

Design is always for a spedilic need: inspiration does
not depend on the design, it depends on
functionality. “Ihe inspiration for interior design stems
from the specific client need. When | design lor a client |
am not only his architect but also function as his legal ang
markeling executive and his future customer. In order 1o
sell a space il needs 1o clear all the legalitics involved, i
should also be financially sishle. Lor imtance, the ratio of
revenue and non-revenuc gencrating areas in a4 hotel has
to be logically considered. As an artist | can design massive
lebines, however, Lhe grand space may not enable the chent
to carn any revenue.” The locus on green architecture hasalso
inspired several changes in design. Al Sirg) & Renu, the use
ol natural sustainable and recycable matenals along wilh
the apt use of natural resources has long been pracliced. "We
employ recycling of water in every project; it isa prerequisite
by the Ministey ol Erviconment,” adds Ar Siraj

Deriving inspiration from his work, Ar Siraj leels every
project presents a designer wath a host of opporlumiles and
challenges without which a design would not seem complele,
He believes that the client briel is the bible to anv design,
with ideas and designs line luned to the requirements and
budget of the project while ensuring that the linal product is
indeed of good quality. "l am here 1o design andd my level ol
interest remains constant whether the space is a small 2000
sq1. fl. home or a 200,000 sq. ft, hotel. Work is primarily a
passion for me, it s my hight”
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future of architecture

Archilecture in Inclia 5 at a crossroad,
and Ar. Sira) encourages Iree thinking
and discussion, 10 grow lhe oealve
frontiers of the practice, belicveing that
4an aplilude and a sense for design, with
traiming enables yood design. “learming
in a cosed environment with books s
insuthcient; one needs to absorb what is
around them, | encourage my trainees to
explore the work that olhers hive done, to
question why 1015 done in a parlicular way,
and to examine f other possibiilies ol
creating the same space exist. Discussions
and debates play a major role in the
learning process”

In his two terms as Chairman ol he
Indian Institule of Interior Designers;
Ar Sira] Hasan has come across many
lalenled people who he believes are the
Tuture of the industre He shares his faith
in the future of the prolesion saving,
“IF | were 1o advise my son on his career
choice, architecture would be my first
prelerence, LThere is tremendous scope in
the industre!” i
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